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Background on the 6 GHz Bands
BACKGROUND/OVERVIEW
• FCC has opened the 6 GHz bands (5925-7125 MHz) for 

shared use by unlicensed devices in four segments:
• U-NII-5 5925-6425 MHz (500 MHz)
• U-NII-6 6425-6525 MHz (100 MHz)
• U-NII-7 6525-6875 MHz (350 MHz)
• U-NII-8 6875-7125 MHz (250 MHz)

• Two types of devices have been specified (so far):
• Low Power Indoor (30 dBm / 5 dBm/MHz)
• Standard Power (36 dBm / 23 dBm/MHz)

• Low Power Indoor devices can operate across the full 1200 
MHz

• Standard Power devices can only operate in the U-NII-5 
and -7 segments

• Standard Power devices must be controlled by an 
Automatic Frequency Coordination (AFC) system

• AFC System will be certified by the FCC

6 GHz Bands: Incumbent Use & U-NII Designations

Standard Power Standard Power

Low Power Indoor
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Wi-Fi 6E brings Wi-Fi into 6 GHz

Features Benefits
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6 GHz Unlicensed Use Case Examples
Carrier Aggregation that can be quickly deployed

Whole home gigabit coverage

Muni Wi-Fi

Factory and Warehouse IoT

FWA

MDU Applications

Multi-gigabit Wi-Fi venue capacity



AFC System Test & Certification Timeline
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9/30/21 11/30/21 12/21/21

61 days 21 days

Key Steps for AFC System Certification
• Initial Public Notice
• Conditional AFC System Operator approval
• AFC System Testing / Public Trial / Demonstration Project
• AFC System Approval Allowing Nationwide Operation (Certification)
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AFC System Proposals 
14 total



Today’s Panelists

Dave Wright, Head of Global Wireless Policy, HPE
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